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Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: 
and let him turn unto the Lord, and he will have mercy upon him; and 
to our God, for he will abundantly pardon,—Isatau 55: 7. 
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MORMONISM CONDENSED. 


[Concluded from page 3.] 
THe Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints has now its branches 


in all the civilized nations and upon many islands of the sea. It has six- 
teen hundred Elders in the mission field, laboring without pay. Its 
membership numbers about 300,000. It has four magnificent Temples, in 
which are administered ordinances for the living and the dead. It is pre- 
sided over by Lorenzo Snow, George Q. Cannon and Joseph F. Smith, 
Apostles of Jesus Christ, holding the keys of the kingdom of Heaven, with 
the binding and loosing power which Christ conferred upon Peter, James 
and John, and which they restored to earth. It has Twelve Apostles to 
open the door of the kingdom in all nations and set in order the affairs 
of the Church. It has all the orders of the Christian ministry and Priest- 
hood which were in the Church during the first century of the Christian 
era. It administers the same ordinances and enjoys the same unity, 
power, spiritual gifts and divine communications as were then bestowed. 
Mormonism affirms the personality of God and the universal diffusion 
of His Spirit as the life and light of all things. It teaches that the spirit 
of man is the offspring of God and existed as a living entity before the 
incorporation in a mortal body; that jt will not only continue after death, 
but will be clothed upon with a resurrected body in such degree of glory 
and progress as it shall be fitted for by the deeds done in the flesh; that 
all mankind will be raised from the dead, and be judged according to | 
their works; that in order to gain the celestial or highest degree of glory, 
men and women must be born of water, by baptism, and of the spirit, by 
the gift of the Holy Ghost, obtained through the laying on of hands, and 
must then “live by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God;” 


18 LATTER-DAY SAINTS MILLENNIAL STAR. 


that punishment will be awarded to the wicked according to their de- 
merits; that while God’s punishment is eternal, because He is the eternal 
lawgiver, sinners receive of that punishment in degree and for the neces- 
sary time to bring them to repentance and reformation; that the Gospel 
preached to men in’the flesh is and will be preached to those in the spirit 
who have departed from the body without the opportunity of receiving 
the pure truth as revealed from heaven; that the living Saints may offici- 
ate in sacred places in behalf of their dead ancestors and relatives in the 
ordinances necessary for salvation; that the coming of the Savior to reign 
as King of kings is near at hand, and that this Gospel of the kingdom is 
to be preached to all nations as a witness of His advent; that the king- 
doms of this world will become the kingdom of God and His Christ; that 
Satan will be bound, the earth be cleansed from corruption and the glory 
of God will cover it as the waters cover the deep; and that eventually all 
mankind, with the exception of the sons of perdition, who sin against the 
Holy Ghost after having received it, will be saved in some degree of hap- 
piness, usefulness and glory. 

Marriage among the Latter-day Saints isa sacrament. It is solemnized 
for time and for all eternity. It is sealed on earth by one having divine 
authority, and is therefore sealed in heaven. Death may part the pair 
for a time, but the bond being eternal, cannot be sundered by death or 
by any power that is not divine. This union of the sexes is essential to 
perfect exaltation in the celestial world. The marriage does not take 
place in or after the resurrection, but in this life, where the parties are 
tested in their probation. Those persons who arrive at no higher con- 
dition than that of angels, are ministering spirits unto the sons and 
daughters of God, who obtain “a far more and eternal and exceeding 
weight of glory.” The redeemed and sanctified and crowned heirs of 
God and joint heirs with Jesus Christ dwell in the presence of the Father 
and the Son, and, at the head of their own posterity, “inherit all things” 
and reign as kings and priests unto God in everlasting glory, majesty and 
dominion. 

The Prophet Joseph Smith, when asked for an epitome of the faith of 
the Latter-day Saints, gave it in the following form: 


ARTICLES OF FAITH. 


1. We believe in God, the Eternal Father, and in His Son Jesus Uhrist, 
and in the Holy Ghost. 

2. We believe that men will be punished for their own sins, and not for 
Adam’s transgression. 

3. We believe that through the atonement of Christ, all mankind may 
be saved, by obedience to the laws and ordinances of the Gospel. 

4. We believe that these ordinances are: First, Faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ; second, Repentance; third, Baptism by immersion for the 
—— of sins; fourth, Laying on of hands for the gift of the Holy 

ost. 

5. We believe that a man must be called of God, by “prophecy, and by 
the laying on of hands,” by those who are in authority, to preach the 
Gospel and administer in the ordinances thereof. 

6. We believe in.the same organization that existed in the primitive 
Church, viz: Apostles, Prophets, Pastors, Teachers, Evangelists, etc. 
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7. We believe in the gift of tongues, prophecy, revelation, visions, heal- 
ing, interpretation of tongues, etc. as 

8. We believe the Bible to be the word of God, as far as it is translated 
correctly; we also believe the Book of Mormon to be the Word of God. 

9. We believe all that God has revealed, all that he does now reveal, 
and we believe that He will yet reveal many great and important things 
pertaining to the kingdom of God. 

10. We believe in the literal gathering of Israel and in the restoration 
of the Ten Tribes. That Zion will be built upon this [the American] 
continent. That Christ will reign personally upon the earth, and that the 
earth will be nenewed and receive ite paradisic glory. 

11. We claim the privilege of worshipin mighty God according to 
the dictates of our conscience, and allow all men the same privilege, let 
them worship how, where or what they may. ; 

12. We believe in being subject to kings, presidents, rulers, and 
magistrates, in obeying, honoring, and sustaining the law. | 

13. We believe in being honest, true, chaste, benevolent, virtuous, and 
in doing good to all men; indeed, we may say that we follow the admoni- 
tion of Paul, “We believe all things, we hope all things,” we have endured 
many things, and hope to be able to endure all things. If there is any- 
thing virtuous, lovely, or of good report, or praiseworthy, we seek after 
these things. 


As to the personality of God the Father, the Latter-day Saints refer to 
the following: 


“And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. . . 
. . So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created 
he him; male and female created he them.” (Gen. 1: 26, 27.) 


“For a man indeed ought not to cover his head, forasmuch as he is the 
image and glory of God.” (I Cor. 11: 7.) 


“Then went up Moses, and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of 
the elders of Israel: And they saw the God of Israel: and there was 
under his feet as it were a pan work of a sapphire stone, and as it were 
the body of heaven in his clearness.” (Exodus 24: 9, 10.) 


Jesus the Son of God is declared to be “The brightness of his glory and 
the express image of his person.” (Heb. 1: 3.) 
(Col 1° is image of the invisible God, the first-born of every creature.” 
15. 


The omnipresence of God by His Spirit universally diffused, is thus 
declared : 


“This is the light of Christ, as also He is in the sun and the light of the 
sun and the power by which it was made; also He is in the moon, and is 
the light of the moon and the power thereof by which it was made; as 
also the light of the stars and the power thereof by which they were made; 
and the earth also and the power thereof, even the earth upon which ye 
stand; and the light which now shineth, which giveth you li hit. is through 
Him which enlighteneth your eyes, which is the same that quickeneth your 
understandings, which light proceedeth forth from the presence of 
to fill the immensity of space. The light which is in all things, which 
giveth life to all things, which is the law by which all things are governed, 
even the power of God who sitteth upon His throne, who is in the bosom 
of eternity, who is in the midst of all things.” (Revelation to Joseph 
Smith, December 27, 1832.) 


“And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon 


the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of ‘the 
waters.” (Gen. 1: 2.) | 
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“ By his spirit he hath garnished the heavens.” (Job 26: 13.) 

“Thou sendest forth thy spirit, they are created; and thou renewest the 
face of the earth.” (Psalm 104: 30.) 

“And shall put my spirit in you and you shall live.” (Ezek. 37: 14.) 


“There is a spirit in man: and the inspiration of the Almighty giveth 
them understanding.” (Job 32: 8.) 


“And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my spirit 
upon all flesh.” (Joel 2: 28.) 


“Tt is the spirit that quickeneth.” (John 6: 63.) 


“But God hath revealed them unto us by his os for the spirit 
searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God.” (I Cor. 2: 10.) 


That the spirits of men are the offspring of God, is shown in the following: 


“And now verily I say unto you, I was in the beginning with the Father 
and am the first-born; and all those who are begotten through me are 

rtakers of the glor of the same and are the Church of the first-born. 

e were also in the beginning with the Father.” (From Revelation to 
Joseph Smith, May 6, 1833.) 

“Furthermore we have had fathers of our flesh which corrected us, and 
we gave them reverence: shall we not much rather be in subjection unto 
the Father of spirits, and live?” (Hebrews 12: 9.) 


“T ascend unto my Father, and your Father; and to my God, and to your 
God.” (John 20: 17.) 


“And again when he bringeth in the first begotten into the world,” etc. 
(Heb. 1: 6.) 


“Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he 
also himself likewise took part of the same. .. . Wherefore in all 
ait it behoved him to be made like unto his brethren,” etc. (Heb. 2: 
14-17. 

“Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet.appear what 
we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; 
for we shall see him as he is.” (I John 3: 2.) 

“Where wast thou when I laid the foundations of the earth? declare, if 
thou hast understanding? . . . Whenthe morning stars sang together, 
and all the sons of God shouted for joy?” (Job 38: 4-7.) 

“Then shal] the dust return to the earth as it was: and the spirit shall 
return unto God who gave it.” (Eccles. 12: 7.) 


The resurrection of the body, extending to the resuscitation of all who 
have lived and died on earth, to be judged in the resurrected body for the 
deeds done in the natural body, is a Scriptural doctrine, as may be seen 
from these texts: 


“There is a space between death and the resurrection of the body and a 
state of the soul in happiness or in misery, until the time which is ap- 
pointed of God that the dead shall come forth, and be reunited both soul 
and body and be brought to stand before God and be judged according to 
their works. The soul shall be restored to the body and the body to the 
soul; yea, and every limb and joint shal] be restored to its body; yea, even 
a hair of the head shall not be lost, but all things shall be restored to their 
proper and perfect frame.” (Book of Mormon. page 354.) 


“Now this restoration shall come to all both old and young, both bond 
and free, both male and female, both the wicked and the righteous.” 
([bid,, page 267.) 


“Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in 


| 
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the graves shall hear his voice, and shall come forth; they that have done 
good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the 
resurrection of damnation.” (John 5: 28, 29.) 

“And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books 
were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: 
and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the 
books, according to their works.” (Rev. 20: 12.) 


“There is one glory of the sun, and another glory of the moon, and an- 
other glory of the stars: for one star differeth ‘from another star in glory. 
So also is the resurrection of the dead.” (I Cor. 15: 41.) 


That baptism of water and of the Holy Ghost is essential, the following 
show: 


“Go ye into all the world, preach the Gospel to every oe ee in 
the authority which I have given you, baptizing in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. And he that believeth and is 
baptized shall be saved, and he that believeth not shall be damned. . . 
. . As I said to mine Apostles, I say unto you again, that every soul that 
believeth on your words and is baptized by water for the remission of sins, 
shall réceive the Holy Ghost, and signs shall follow them that believe. 

. Verily, verily I say unto you, they that believe not on your words and 
are not baptized in water in my name for the remission of their sins, that 
they may receive the Holy Ghost, shall be damned and shall not come into 
my Father’s kingdom.” {Revelation to Joseph Smith, November, 1831.) 


“Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born 
of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.” 
(John 3: 5.) 

“Go ye into all the world, and preach the 1 to every creature. He 
that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not 
shall be damned.” (Mark 16: 15, 16.) 


“Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you 
in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive 
the gift of the Holy Ghost.” (Acts 2: 38.) © 

“But when they believed Philip preaching the things concerning the 
kingdom of God, and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both 
men and women. . . . Then laid they their hands on them, and they 
received the Holy Ghost.” (Acts 8: 12,-17.) 


That this Gospel will be preached to all people, both living and dead, 
see the following: 


“For Christ also hath once suffered for ae, he just for the unjust, that 
He might bring us to God; being put to death in the flesh, but quickened 
by the Spirit: By which also he went and preached unto the spirits in 
ison; which sometime were disobedient, when once the longsuffering of 
waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was a preparing, wherein 
few, that is, eight souls were saved by water.” (I Peter 3: 18-20. 


“For for this cause was the gospel preached also to them that are dead, 
that they might be judged according to men in the flesh, but live accord- 
ing to God in the spirit.” (Ibid. 4: 6.) 

The living Saints may perform ordinances for the repentant dead: 

“Else what shall they do which are baptized for the dead, if the dead 
rise not at all? why are they then baptized for the dead?” (I Cor. 15: 29.) 

“And saviors shall come up on mount Zion to judge the mount of Esau; 
and the kingdom shall be the Lord’s.” (Obadiah 1: 21.) 

“God having provided some better thing for us, that they without us 
should not be ‘abde perfect.” (Heb. 11: 40.) 
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That the true Gospel is to be preached to prepare the way for Christ’s 
coming and the end of the world, see the following: 
“And this gospel of the — shall be preached in all the world for 
| & witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come.” (Matt. 24: 14.) 
| “And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the ever- 
lasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every 
nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people, Saying with a loud voice, 
Fear God, and give glory to him; for the hour of his judgment is come.” 
| (Rev. 14: 6, 7.) 
| That Satan will be bound, the earth be cleansed from corruption, the 
kingdoms of this world become the kingdom of our God, and that the 
reign of Christ and His triumph over error and Satan shall be complete 
and universal, are supported by the following texts: 
Rev. 20: 1-3, 13,14; Rev. 21: 3,4; II Peter 3: 10-13; Isaiah 24: 1-6, 21-23; 
} Philippians 2: 10,11; Daniel 2: 44; Daniel 7: 13, 14; Isaiah 65: 25; 66: 22; 
I Cor. 15: 24-28, 41-54. 
As to eternal marriage and the glory and dominion of the redeemed, it 
will be seen that when the first marriage was performed in Eden, the pair 
were immortal. Death came by sin, but life was restored through the 
atonement. Adam and Eve are therefore man and wife for eternity: 
| (Gen. 2: 22, 23; Gen. 1: 27, 28; I Cor. 15: 21, 22.) 
“Nevertheless neither is the man without the woman, neither the woman 


without the man, in the Lord.” (I Cor.11: 11; See also, Rev. 20: 4-6; Rev. 
5: 9-10; Rev. 21: 3-7.) 


UTAH ITEMS. 


The Pixton property on Main Street has just been sold for $85,000, or 
one thousand dollars per front foot. 

Mrs. Adaline Snow the aged wife of President Lorenzo Snow is said to 
be in a very critical condition, and may not long survive, 

Rich copper discoveries have been made lately in Sevier and Wayne 
Counties; a tunnel is proposed as part of the development. ; 

The New College building just erected in Logan at an estimated cost of 
$40,000 has just been dedicated, all the appointments are of modern type. 

The Scandinavians of the city concluded a very successful bazaar, two 
hundred and fifty dollars having been raised through it for benevolent 
purposes. 

The opening of the Marble Works at Hobble Creek, owned by Don C. 
Robbins, shows the deposit to be in strata form from 12 to 60 feet thick 
over an area of 880 acres; samples have been sent to leading architects 
east who speak highly of the article. 

Mrs. Susan Snively Young, the lately deceased wife of President Brigham 
Young, has made bequests to the several temples in Utah, the sum of 
$1.263,60 divided equally, and a similar sum to the poor of Salt Lake City 
to be used under the supervision of Bishop Preston. : 

The Saints of the 16th Ward of Salt Lake City were to commemorate, 
as usual, the anniversary of the birth of the Prophet Joseph Smith; a 
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broad invitation was extended to visitors, who were promised a pro- 
gramme equal to any in the past, the date was December 23 and the 
venerable Bishop Kesler was to have charge. 

Forty-seven certificates of graduation were given (Dec. 20th) to that 
number of trained nurses at the Templeton Lecture Hall, Salt Lake City, 
that hall having been placed at the disposal of the Ladies’ Relief Society 
who are prime movers and patrons of this desirable service. Dr. Margaret 
C. Roberts was the principal teacher of the class whose studies covered 
seven months. 

For the holidays, the Z. C. M. I. presented through Superintendent T. 
G. Webber to Bishop Preston, one hundred tons of coal to be distributed 
to the worthy poor of the several wards of Salt Lake City. The 16th Ward 
had a special gift for its poor of twenty-five tons from City Treasurer Morris, 
who is a resident of that ward; surely thirty-two tons of coal should make 
Bishop Kesler and the recipients of such timely bounty rejoice. The dis- 
tribution is irrespective of religious faith, and not less than five hundred 
nor more than one thousand pounds was to fall to any family. 

The Deseret News with all its properties and appurtenances has now 
reverted to the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints; Elder C. W. 
Penrose will be supreme Editor and Elder H. G. Whitney the business 
manager thereof. “It will be the official organ of the Church and 
sustained by its authorities,” and no doubt a new era will dawn upon it 
with the largely increased circulation to which it is for many cogent 
reasons fully entitled; it is the oldest publication in the State, was 
always a clean and reliable, non-sensational family paper, but now its 
value and influence will be very much enhanced. The people of Utah are 
to be congratulated and their interest should give it a permanent boom. 


FAITH AND WORKS. 


SaMvUEL CoLcorD has, according to an exchange, delivered a lecture in 
New York on Ingersoll, the burden of which was that infidelity is barren 
as a desert when you come to look at the good results of that peculiar 
belief, or rather non-belief. “You cannot,” said he, “find one gambler 
whom Ingersoll has made to forsake his nefarious traffic, one thief that he 
has made an honest man, one poor besotted drunkard that he has clothed 
with reason.” He challenged all the combined forces of unbelief or of 
irreligion to judgment by their achievements. He declared that they had 
utterly and eternally failed to bring relief to suffering humanity. 

This is all the more remarkable because infidelity ridicules faith and in- 
sists on works, disregarding the truth that true faith is a most potent 
force for good works. Infidelity is unproductive of works. , 

The test is a fair one. “By their fruits ye shall know them,” is sound 
philosophy. It is often idle to quibble about doctrines pertaining to 
or less abstract subjects, but the monuments of righteousness built by 
followers of the Gospel of the Nazarene are facts against which the chill- 
ing blasts of agnosticism and the raging storms of fanaticism are equally 
powerlesa, 
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PROVE ALL THINGS. 


Tue Apostle Paul, in writing to the Thessalonians, advises them to 
“Prove all things; hold fast that which is good.” How far those of 
Thessalonica put that advice into practice we are not informed, but we 
do know that many modern professing Christians are sadly deficient in 
carrying out this precept in regard to doctrines that differ from their pre- 
conceived ideas. 

It is beyond the power of man to estimate to what extent the progress 
of the world has been retarded by the practice of judging a matter before 
hearing both sides, as instanced by the many cases during the past ages, 
where men have been forced by the alternative of death to deny truths 
that now are universally accepted, while others, possessing more moral as 
well as physical courage, have suffered imprisonment or death rather 
than deny the truths they had discovered. 

Many scientific truths that are understood by every school-boy of to-day, 
were rejected by the Medieval Christians because, forsooth, they were 
taught in the schools of the despised Jews or the heretical Saracens. 
This spirit of intolerance and bigotry, somewhat modified, has been trans- 
mitted as a heritage to many of the present age, so that instead of follow- 
ing the injunction of the Savior to “Love your enemies,” many are ready 
to revile and persecute those whose religious opinions differ from their 
own. It seems hard for men to give up dogmas that have been instilled 
in their minds by early teaching and traditions of their forefathers for 
generations, but men of this age ought to know that the antiquity of a 
doctrine does not prove it true, but that many of the greater truths are 
those of recent discovery. This certainly is true of discoveries in the 
sciences, and may it not be just possible that religious principles that 
appear new to this generation may be the truths of heaven? Although 
we may speak of a truth as being newly discovered, we cannot consistently 
speak of a new truth, for all truth is as old as the heavens and as eternal 
as God himself; while error never was and never can be truth. 

Men may cling tenaciously to erroneous doctrines like a shipwrecked 
mariner to the wreck, but eventually the waves of truth will overwhelm 
them and, unless they give up their hold, they will perish with the wreck. 

Who would be content in this age of railways, to travel with the old 
slow-going stage-coach, or to light his home with the antiquated tallow 
candle when the electric lights are blazing in the homes of his neighbors? 


| 
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This is exactly the condition of the man who shuts himself in nedtineuc 
creed and refuses to investigate the doctrines of those who differ from 
him, no matter how far that difference may extend. 

The Latter-day Saints are pleading with the religious world for a hear- 
ing, believing they have elements of truth possessed by no others on the 
earth, and such as will lead man to the presence of his Maker. 

They certainly deserve a hearing because they are willing to accord to 
others the same privileges they ask for themselves; one leading article of 
their faith being as follows: 

“We claim the privilege of worshipping Almighty God according to the 
dictates of our conscience, and allow all men the same privilege, let them 
worship how, where or what they may.” 

Not only this, but in their home in the Rocky Mountains, their meeting- 
houses are freely opened to respectable preachers of any creed, and the 
people will furnish respectable audiences to hear their teachings. 

Those who have the truth need not fear to have it come in contact with 
error, because it will lose nothing by the comparison; and any doctrines 
that will not bear close scratiny and careful comparison with others de- 
serve to pass into oblivion, and sooner or later must do so to the discom- 
fiture of those who tenaciously hold to them in spite of all the evidences 
of reason and common sense. 

The Latter-day Saints are willing to accept truth wherever found or by 
whomsoever promulgated, and all they ask is that their doctrines be met with 
manly fairness and in a true Christian spirit; but such a spirit seldom 
characterizes their religious opponents. The weapons generally used in 
opposition to the Elders are such as would disgrace a street brawler, let 
alone professed ministers of the meek and lowly Nazarene or editors of 
supposedly respectable newspapers. 

Such people find that arguments based on the scriptures or even 
on sound practical common sense are futile when used to combat doc- 
trines that are strictly scriptural and eminently logical, therefore they 
must either capitulate or resort to such unfair means of warfare as 
manufacturing or circulating falsehoods such as only human demons 
could invent, calculated to stir up the baser passions of men and arouse 
the spirit of mobocracy and violence. These methods are indicative 
of the lowest grade of the human race whether clad in the garb of 
the street loafer or the sacerdotal robes of the minister, and such despic- 
able calumnies are no better or purer when emanating from the fluent pen 
of the newspaper correspondent or editor, than when dropped from the 
slimy tongue of the neighborhood slander-monger. 

The Latter-day Saints ask no special favors from any people, but only 
that those who discourse or write about them should do so only after a 
careful study of the doctrines they teach and the fruits of the system as" 
evidenced by the results that may be seen in the lives of that people and 
the results that have been achieved in making the desert to “blossom as 
the rose.” 

The true Christian will be loth to believe evil reports until they are. 
positively proven and uritil the accused is permitted to be heard in his 
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own defense, and he will refrain from circulating such reports lest he be 
found bearing false witness against his neighbor. 

“Judge not, that ye be not judged. For with what judgment ye judge, 
ye shall be judged: and with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured 
to you again.” 

Are there any who would like to be judged by lying reports of their 
enemies. Certainly not. Then let all refrain from judging others by that 
standard, for, we have the words of the Savior that this is the only escape 
from such judgment. 


A. W. 


CHURCH PUBLICATIONS. 


Tue following list of the works published by the MILLENNIAL STAR 
Office during the year 1898, will indicate the work that is being done for 
the spread of the Gospel in this land: 


Books :— 

Book of Mormon sn te bes 3,580 
Doctrine and Covenants ... nie on 480 
Voice of Warning 5,100 

BookKLkTs :— 
Saved by Grace 11,400 
Beginning of the Gospel ... ie ani 11,400 
Marks of the Church of Christ oe ae 11,400 
Signs of Christ’s Second Coming ... sal 7,400 
A Prophet of Latter Days ssa sa 3,600 
Morgan’s No. 1 pee 2,000 
Anderson’s Latter Day Saints sien ‘ii 2,000 
Single and Double Tracts ine oe 741,302 
Total 801,662 


Besides these there has been an average weekly Issue of over 1,400 
copies of the MILLENNIAL STar. 

WE extract from the correspondence of Elder Wm. Z. Terry to the 
Logan Jourual, Utah, and dated Stuttgart, November 15th, 1898, the 
following interesting and pathetic item as a matter of history, one worthy 
of preservation in the columns of the Star: 


“On the morning of July 8, five of us, Elders from Utah, including 
Presidents Wells and Loutensock, went to the grave of Elder Joseph A. 
Ott, who died in Dresden, Saxony, January 10, 1896. A nice monument 
has been erected fur him by subscription ; our purpose was to dedicate the 
same. The stone,a fine white marble, rests upon a stone pedestal, the 
entire height being something over six feet. It bears the following in- 
scription in German: ‘To the memory of the missionary of the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, Joseph A. Ott, born December 12, 
1870, at Virgin City, Utah, died January 10, 1896, at Dresden. Dedicated 
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by members of the faith.’ The dedicatory prayer was offered by President 
Rulon S. Wells. It was a very impressive and solemn occasion, one which 
will long be remembered by all those who were present. Brother Ott, 
who had been married only a few weeks when he came, was but a short 
time in the field when he was called to lay down his life. He was beloved 
by all who knew him, and they testify of him that he was a man full of 
faith and a desire todo good. His grave has been purchased for twenty 
years with the privilege of renewing at the expiration of that time; that 
being the custom in German cemeteries. President Wells in his prayer 
uttered the feelings of all when he asked the Lord to inspire those who 
may have charge of the work when the twenty years expire, to renew the 
lease that the remains of our dear brother may rest in peace to come forth 
in the resurrection of the just. 

“The grave is at present in good condition; is covered by a green plant 
[Sedom] which is especially adapted for such purposes; and growing 
flowers add their fragrant beauty to the spot.” 


BrisToL ConFrerENcE Notice.—The Bristol Conference of the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints will be held in the Vestry Hall, 
Pennywell Road, Bristol, on Sunday, January 15, 1899. Meetings will 
commence at 10:30 a.m., and 2:30 and 6:30 p.m. 


WELsH ConFERENCE Notice.—A Conference of the Latter-day Saints 
in the Welsh Conference District will be held January 22, 1899. The 
morning meeting will convene at the mission room 188 Cathays Terrace, 
Cathays: the afternoon and evening meetings will be held in the Swiss 
Hall, Queen Street, Cardiff. Meetings will commence at 10:30 a.m., and at 
2:30 and 6:30 p.m. 


ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE. 


From President Amos N. Merrill of the Liverpool Conference, January 
5th, we learn that they have determined upon the towns for the coming 
lectures; also that the Elders under him are all feeling well in the work, 
which seems to be progressing quite favorably, and special Sabbath ser- 
vices are being held from place to place. 


By letter from Joseph W. Smith, Enniskillen, Ireland, we learn of active 
work in the ministry and a spirit of inquiry, partly curious and partly 
of abiding interest. 


President E. P. Oldham writes from the Sheffield Conference, that the 
Travelling Elders had all been together for the holidays, but at date 
(January 4th) had returned to their several fields, all feeling well in both 
body and spirit, and imbued with renewed energy for the Lord’s great 
work ; the only trouble is the fact of being short handed and unable to 
attend to all the calls for Elders. 


We have a lengthy letter from President Thomas Gilchrist, of the New- 
castle Conference, December 6th, in which he says, “The brethren are all 
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feeling well, and striving to do the best they can,” which with “a good 
spirit prevailing among them,” they aresure todo. In spite of considerable 
sickness and some deaths among the Saints, they too are feeling well 
spiritually; there also “there is a great need of Elders to serve all calls in 
the outlying districts which, with the present force, it is impossible to fill.” — 


The new President of the Belfast Conference, T. L. Allen, expresses his 
gratification at having two new Elders sent for the work there, and feels 
that although they are young, with two exceptions, that the Lord is 
helping and will continue to help them in extending their promising field 
of labor. 


» Brother Nels Nelson of the same mission gives a very interesting report 


- 


of an interview between himself and a couple of inquiring gentle- 
men, Mr. Kellog and Mr. Erwin. A three hours conversation on some 
historic incidents and the Gospel in general, seemed eminently satisfactory, 
and the interview terminated with mutual expressions of satisfaction and 
goodwill; according to counsel “where you cannot make converts do make 
friends,” this last effort was a success. 


President E. R. Owen writes from Cardiff, Wales, as follows: “All of 
the Elders of the Welsh Mission (17) met at the Conference House, 188 
Cathays Terrace, Cardiff, December 27, 1898, and had their Christmas 
Dinner. We are indebted to Sister Elias Davis of Mendon, Utah, and 
her friends for providing the means. The sisters of Cardiff worked earn- 
estly and prepared a splendid dinner. We are truly grateful to those who 
contributed, and also those who aided to make the occasion a success.” 


BIRMINGHAM CONFERENCE. 


THE Birmingham Conference convened in the Latter-day Saints’ Chapel, 
Hunters Vale, off Farm Street, Hockley, on Sunday, January 8th, 1899. 

Meetings were held at 10:30 a.m., 2:30 and 6:30 p.m. 

There were present: Of the presidency of the European Mission, 
Platte D. Lyman and Henry W. Naisbitt. President George Ruff and 
Elders Stephen Parkin and Samuel Hadley of the Nottingham Conference. 

Meeting was called to order by President Ash. The choir sang the 
hymn on page 5, “The morning breaks the shadows flee.” Prayer was 
offered by President George Ruff. Choir sang the hymn on page 36, “Be 
it my only wisdom here.” The following speakers addressed the meeting: 
President Thomas Ash, Elders Thomas Phillips, Joseph E. Williams and 
Counselor Henry W. Naisbitt. : 

The following statistical report for the past seven months was read: 
Number of Branches, 3. Missionaries—High Priests, 2; Seventies, 13. 
Local Priesthood—Elders, 11; Priests, 14; Teachers, 9; Deacons, 4; mem- 
bers, 298; total officers and members, 360; children under eight years of 
age, 60; total number of souls, 420. Baptised, 26; emigrated—over eight 
years of age, 15; under eight years of age, 6; died, 4; received, 2; removed, 
ls Strangers’ houses visited—in tracting, 4,402; by invitation, 184; 
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Gospel conversations, 1989; tracts distributed, 27,784; books distributed, 
303. Meetings held,—indoor, 573; out-door, 41. 

The general authorities of the Church were unanimously sustained. 
Thomas Ash was sustained as President of the Birmingham Conference, 
with the Traveling Elders to labor in the Conference as follows: Birming- 
ham district, James T. Poulton, William H. Griffin, J. B. Hunter, Moroni 
S. Seaver and H. B. Smith; Wolverhampton district, Thomas Phillips, 
Franklin Whitehouse and David N. White; Warwick district, Chas. 8. 
Green and Wm. Smith; Dudley district, Daniel Clark; Hereford district, 
Jos. E. Williams and Geo. Coombs; Northampton district, ‘Thos. G. Reid. 

Choir sang an anthem, “ How beautiful upon the mountain.” 

Benediction by President Lyman. 

2:30—Choir sang hymn on page 287, “Afflicted Saints to Christ draw 
near.” Prayer was offered by Elder H. B. Smith. Choir sang hymn on 
page 277, “Though in the outward Church below.” 

The following speakers addressed the meeting: President George Ruff 
and President Platte D. Lyman. 

The choir sang an anthem, “When the Lord shall build up Zion.” 

Benediction by President Ash. 

6:30—Choir sang hymn on page 330, “The glorious Gospel light has 
shone.” Prayer was offered by Elder Wm. Smith. Choir sang hymn on 
page 55, “Inspirer of the ancient seers.” Elders Franklin Whitehouse 
and Jas. T. Poulton addressed the meeting. Choir sang, “O my Father.” 
Counselor H. W. Naisbitt occupied the remainder of the time. Choir 
sang an anthem, “The earth is the Lord’s.” 

Benediction by President Ash. 

Priesthood meeting was held Monday morning at the conference house, 
320 Summer Lane, at which all the Elders made their reports, and received 
valuable instructions from the presidency. _ | 

In the evening, many of the Saints and our friends met in the Chapel, 
where a tea-party was given at 5 o'clock, after which the evening was 
spent in dancing, singing, etc. “The Meredith Mandolin Band,” composed 
of seven instruments, kindly favored us with two selections. 

A general good time was had at conference. It was a success above our 
expectations. The singing was exceptionally good. Birmingham has 
always had the name of having an excellent choir, and, under the present 
leadership of Brother Enoch Salt, it has lost none of its prestige. 

President Ash, in connection with the Elders and Saints, appreciates the 
_labors of Mr. Arthur Salt, who kindly offered his services as organist, and 
whose ability assisted greatly in making the singing such a success. 

H. B. Smiru, Clerk of Conference. 


HEALED BY FAITH. 


YsTRaD, JANUARY 2nd, 1899. 


Mr. Eprror, Dear BrorHeEr: 
“I feel led to bear my testimony of God’s goodness and mercy toward 
me in healing me of Typhoid fever. About five week ago I was seized 
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with a violent cold, and, after I had been ailing a week, the doctors pro- 
nounced it Typhoid fever. After this I was led to cal] in the Elders of 
the Church who ministered unto me and immediately the fever left me, 
when I began to get stronger and I am now perfectly well. I feel to 
thank God for having sent His servants to Wales, and bringing me to a 
true knowledge of the Gospel of Christ. I hope and trust that these few 
humble lines may prove a blessing to all who may read them in strength- 
ening their faith for His name’s sake. 
I remain yours in the Gospel, 
Mr. W. TIppte. 


BABYLON THE GREAT. 


Lippincot?’s MaGazineE (U.8.) 


“BasyLon was laid out in the form of a square, each side of which was 
fifteen miles long, forming an area of two hundred and twenty-five square 
miles. This was all surrounded by a high wall, which was pierced by one 
hundred gates, twenty-five on each side. From each of these gates a 
street one hundred feet wide ran across the city in a straight line to the 
corresponding gate in the opposite side. These fifty streets, thus crossing 
the city at right angles from wall to wall, divided it into great squares. 
There were six hundred and seventy-six of these squares, each of which 
was about two and a quarter miles in circumference, or as large as a good- 
sized modern town. The plan of Babylon was, accordingly, that of a 
chess-board, equally regular and equally variegated. The great wide 
streets, each fifteen miles long, were profusely ornamented. Great build- 
ings rose along their fronts, three and four stories high, and often very 
ornamental, while in the rear, forming the centre of the squares, were 
beautiful gardens with fountains and sculptures. The buildings, thus 
flanked by ornamental streets on one side and parks on the other, pre- 
sented as a whole the appearance of a paradise constantly repeating 
itself. Great spaces were left inside the walls for a succession of public 
grounds, like parks and boulevards, which were so great that in time of 
siege grain enough could be raised upon them to feed the whole popula- 
tion. The city was thus, by its vast gardens and commons, made to 
appear like a province within walls, in which many of the streets looked 
like long roads through the country. The dwellings, instead of being 
continuous, were often set at great distances apart with ornamental 
grounds between them, so that under the palm trees and rich shrubbery . 
of the South the city appeared like a mammoth garden. 

“Through this Oriental fairy-land the great river Euphrates flowed— 
legendary, romantic, and deified—a wide, deep, and winding stream, walled 
through its whole length, and lined by quays, whose massive masonry, 
laid in bitumen, seemed like another city wall sunk in the water. On this 
river boats innumerable plied, carrying the immense multitudes up and 
down the stream and ferrying them from shore ta shore. The scene of 
aquatic life presented here was not unlike that of Venice. Each of the 
great streets crossing the city passed, on reaching the river, through a 
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gate in the wall bank, and descended on an incline to the water's edge, 
whence it re-ascended on the opposite shore. A bridge three thousand 
feet long and thirty feet broad, with a palace at each end, spanned the 
river, and with its great towers was deemed one of the marvels of Babylon. 
A great tunnel also passed the river, through which the people could cross 
beneath the water; while several enormous reservoirs, or artificia] lakes, 
with dikes and dams, were built to receive and control the water in times 
of flood. The city of Babylon thus made the most of the gigantic mem- 
bers of which it was composed, laying the foundation of its magnificence 
in its works of necessity—its walls, its street fronts, its rivers, and ite 
reservoirs—which are the most prominent elements of a city, and should 
receive the artistic embellishment, rather than the details of life indoors, 
which few can see. External magnificence, which has companionship 
with the sky and the mountains, is always the greatest, and they who feed 
their imaginations with such food are most exalted by the pleasures of art. 

The walls of Babylon were one of the Seven Wonders of the World. 
They were about sixty miles in length, surrounding the entire city, which, 
as we have seen, formed a square fifteen miles each way. They were 
estimated by Herodotus to be three hundred and thirty-five feet high, or 
higher than Trinity Church steeple in New York; and rising above this 
enormous height were two hendred and fifty towers farther projecting 
into the clouds. This vast ridge seemed like a mountain-range with its 
peaks at regular intervals. From any part of the city they could be seen, 
like the Alps enclosing Lucerne. The walls were eighty seven feet thick, 
and their tops as wide as one of our streets, so that a four-horse chariot 
could turn on them. A vast population lived upon them and slept within 
their towers, so that in time of battle they swarmed with their own popu- 
lation. As a fortress they were impregnable, and when the city was taken 
by Cyrus it was done not by scaling or battering them, but by turning 
the current of the Euphrates, so that his besieging army could pass 
through its bed. These enormous walls, as we have said, were pierced by 
one hundred gates. These gates were all made of solid brass, which swung 
on their great hinges like the groaning portals of Pandemonium described 
by Milton. Without the walls, and surrounding the city, was a moat, or 
huge canal—a wide and deep stresm—which served as a further defence, 
while under the wall and through the city flowed the Euphrates, as we 
have seen, dividing it into nearly equal parts. These immense walls, sur- 
rounding such an immense space, and enclosing a city with its river and 
parks and fields, presented the appearance of a walled country like China, 
rather than of a walled city like Nuremberg. Its dimensions suggest to 
us the Yosemite valley, enclosed by nature’s heights, rather than anything 
of man’s construction. The walls passed for a miracle in their day, and 
were a continuous and constantly repeated wonder.” 

Notwithstanding this ancient magnificence and glory, that once proud 
city was doomed for its sins at home, and sins in connection with the 
sacking and spoliation of Jerusalem, and cruelties to the covenant people 
of God to be utterly overthrown; the displeasure of the Almighty was 
exhibited through inspiration of His Spirit; and the Prophet, in words of 


